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Michael D. Coble received his Master’s degree in Forensic Science in 1997 and Ph.D. in Genetics from 

the George Washington University in 2004. Dr. Coble conducted his thesis research at the Armed 

Forces DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL). After completing his Ph.D., Dr. Coble worked as a 

National Research Council Post-Doctoral Fellow with the human identity project team at the National 

Institute of Standards and Technology where he worked on a set of novel miniSTR markers for 

analyzing degraded nuclear DNA. Three of the markers characterized by Dr. Coble at NIST will be 

incorporated in the next generation multiplex (NGM) STR kits to be used in Europe. In 2006, Dr. 

Coble returned to AFDIL to direct the research section. During his tenure at AFDIL, Dr. Coble’s section 

was instrumental in resolving a number of high profile historical cases including the identification of 

the two missing Romanov children – Alexei and one of sisters. In 2010, Dr. Coble returned to NIST to 

conduct research in forensic DNA testing and clinical genetics.  
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